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This Week in COVID-19 News 
 

 

The National Mining Association (NMA) remains actively engaged with the White House 

and multiple branches of government in the response to the COVID-19 crisis. The effort 

includes public communications regarding the essential nature of mining, safety actions 

taken by our members, and contributions being made by NMA member companies. Plus 

we have updates on both the crisis and its impact on energy and mining markets. 

  

SAFETY SHARE: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published guidance 

on how to run essential errands during periods of social distancing. 

 

NMA Named to White House Economic Revival 

Industry Groups 
 

 

NMA President and CEO Rich Nolan was selected to represent mining on the White 

House’s Great American Economic Revival Industry Groups. One of 12 trade 

association leaders joining a roster of top business executives from all sectors of the 

economy, he will participate today in the first conference call with President Donald Trump. 

The White House indicated it will hold a series of calls with industry leaders to get their 

perspectives and hear their challenges in the next period of economic recovery. 

https://bit.ly/3aOzN0B
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/


 

Royalty Relief 
 

 

Based on feedback from NMA member companies, state mining associations and 

congressional offices, the NMA initiated an effort to reduce or suspend federal coal royalty 

payments on public lands to the U.S. Treasury.  Members of Congress helped with letters 

(Senate letter and House letter) to the Department of the Interior (DOI). DOI responded 

that, although open to royalty relief, it would evaluate it on a case-by-case basis.   

 

Companies may apply for discretionary royalty relief following the Bureau of Land 

Management’s Manual 3485. The operator or payor normally initiates the royalty reduction 

process by submitting an application to the BLM under 43 C.F.R. § 3103.4-1(b). A detailed 

memo on DOI’s royalty relief response is available to NMA members.  NMA is continuing 

to work with DOI, member companies and other trade association partners to ensure 

interested NMA members can take full advantage of relief.  

  

 

Critical Manufacturing Sector Council 
 

 

The NMA was invited to become an associate member of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security’s Critical Manufacturing Sector Coordinating Council, joining more 

than 70 other private sector companies to better facilitate the government's collaboration 

with the critical manufacturing sector on topics such as infrastructure security, sector safety 

and operations, while utilizing this new role to provide additional information to our 

members. 

 

Supporting Recovery Efforts 
 

The NMA is assisting U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency in mapping personal 

protective equipment (PPE) supply across the country to respond to COVID-19-related 

shortages. In the event of a regional emergency and need for supply, FEMA would contact 

organizations directly about donations or to purchase PPE. The highest priority item in 

demand is N95 respirators, but supplies of goggles, gloves, gowns, protective suits or any 

http://nmassoc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05MjQwNTUxJnA9MSZ1PTExMDExNDkyNjgmbGk9NzU0MDIyMjI/index.html
http://nmassoc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05MjQwNTUxJnA9MSZ1PTExMDExNDkyNjgmbGk9NzU0MDIyMjM/index.html
https://on.doi.gov/2ychvbl
https://bit.ly/2Vu93Mr
https://bit.ly/34DvoLI


 

other PPE equipment are also of interest. If your organization has any supply of PPE items 

for sale or donation, please contact Graham Palmer and describe the quantity of items 

available, price and where the items are currently located. 

 

Telling Member Stories 
 

 

The NMA has pushed for coverage of the importance of minerals to the fight against 

COVID, contributing to National Journal’s piece “Coronavirus crisis spurs calls for more 

U.S. mining,” and launching a new “Smart Surfaces” infographic. 

  

We also continue to share stories of our members doing their part for the communities in 

which they live and work by providing financial assistance, educational tools and personal 

protective equipment for coronavirus response teams. NMA’s Count on Coal and Minerals 

Make Life websites and social media also featured member company actions. 

 

NMA and Third Party Voices 
 

The NMA and its third parties continue to place editorials across the country on the 

importance of our industry to the country and economy. 

New this week : 

• The Montana Standard and the Elko Daily published an op-ed by Rich Nolan in 

which he discusses the important role mining will play in our nation’s economic 

recovery. 

• The Towanda Daily Review, Rockland County Times, Pottstown 

Mercury, Exton Daily Local, Swarthmore Times Herald, Phoenix 

Reporter, Mainline Media News, Lansdale Reporter, Troy Daily News, Piqua 

Daily Call and Deseret News all ran an op-ed by Matthew Kandrach, president of 

Consumer Action for a Strong Economy (CASE), in which he argues more surfaces 

should be made of antimicrobial metals like copper. 

• The Marietta Times carries an op-ed from Mike Cope, president of the Ohio Coal 

Association, in which he argues the coal industry remains essential and is worthy 

of smart, targeted support to weather the crisis. 

mailto:gpalmer@deloitte.com
https://bit.ly/3emKBFy
https://bit.ly/3emKBFy
https://nma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/SurfaceSmartJPG.jpeg
https://bit.ly/34jxcJw
https://www.facebook.com/MineralsMakeLife/photos/a.555057341189342/3383833178311730/?type=3&theater
https://mtstandard.com/opinion/columnists/guest-view-mining-plays-a-pivotal-role-in-our-coming-recovery/article_17c6437c-3835-53e2-be4f-61993ae4e697.html
https://elkodaily.com/opinion/columnists/commentary-american-mining-should-be-the-foundation-for-our-economic-recovery/article_8fcd0555-cd95-5534-8269-6d613d936adb.html
https://www.thedailyreview.com/guest-viewpoint-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/image_5eb1aae7-f695-53a6-ad5a-ee124de27b3e.html
https://www.rocklandtimes.com/2020/04/09/weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/coronavirus/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_d1f37d06-7b8b-11ea-a3e0-538e7ff2f913.html
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/coronavirus/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_d1f37d06-7b8b-11ea-a3e0-538e7ff2f913.html
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/coronavirus/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_b35e917a-9ce5-5bec-9d2f-35a5ee5a2bdd.html
https://www.timesherald.com/news/coronavirus/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_981ea08c-4bd3-5b08-8b9d-88f40250e015.html
https://www.phoenixvillenews.com/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_ba1a0818-7822-591c-93f8-b7ce9d7049da.html
https://www.phoenixvillenews.com/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_ba1a0818-7822-591c-93f8-b7ce9d7049da.html
https://www.mainlinemedianews.com/opinion/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_c53e1005-8305-5f59-a720-16c50a6b8ad2.html
https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/coronavirus/guest-column-weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus/article_ed5ad058-8d72-5987-9a3e-1b611899ad49.html
https://www.tdn-net.com/opinion/columns/82256/weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus
https://www.dailycall.com/opinion/columns/77212/weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus
https://www.dailycall.com/opinion/columns/77212/weaponize-our-surfaces-against-the-next-virus
https://www.deseret.com/opinion/2020/4/14/21216594/copper-anti-virus-clean-surfaces-disinfectant-preparation-pandemic-coronavirus
https://www.mariettatimes.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2020/04/during-crisis-coal-industry-remains-vital-to-economy/


 

• Morning Consult ran a piece by Tom Madison, a former U.S. Federal Highway 

Administrator, in which he advocates for regulatory reforms in the upcoming 

infrastructure legislation to support minerals mining activity. 

• The Ogden Standard-Examiner carries an op-ed from Gary Sandquist, a 

professor emeritus at the University of Utah, calling for mine permitting reform to 

aid the nation’s economic recovery and address our alarming mineral import 

reliance. 

 

U.S. Virus Response Updates 
 

 

U.S. House and Senate leaders pushed back Congress’s previously expected return date 

of April 20, 2020, to a new date of at least May 4, 2020. 

  

Republicans and Democrats remained at an impasse over proposals to replenish funds 

for the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program. 

  

The Department of Treasury released additional FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 

Program and updated its CARES Act website to include specific sections on assistance for 

American workers and families, assistance for small businesses, assistance to state 

and local governments, and preserving jobs for American industry. 

  

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued guidance regarding the CARES Act provision 

allowing taxpayers with net operating losses arising in 2018, 2019 or 2020 to carry those 

losses back five years. The IRS also granted a six-month extension to file an application 

for tentative carryback adjustment. In addition, the IRS issued guidance allowing eligible 

partnerships to file amended partnership returns. 

  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued interim guidance on 

“Implementing Safety Practices for Critical Infrastructure Workers Who May Have Had 

Exposure to a Person with Suspected or Confirmed COVID-19.” 

  

The Occupational Safety & Health Administration issued interim guidance stating it will 

not require employers (other than those in the health-related industries) to record COVID-

19 illnesses on their 300 log except in certain instances. 

https://morningconsult.com/opinions/infrastructure-stimulus-is-likely-coming-lets-make-it-count/
https://www.standard.net/opinion/guest-commentary/guest-op-ed-servicing-a-2-2t-bill-for-recovery-of-the-u-s-economy/article_f7911bfb-e569-5bac-a94c-390fecbb21eb.html
https://politi.co/2K54dA7
https://bit.ly/2RBIR1c
https://bit.ly/2K86ABY
https://bit.ly/3chtQJW
https://bit.ly/3a7shNi
https://bit.ly/2yZokx7
https://bit.ly/2yZokx7
https://bit.ly/34ChBF3
https://bit.ly/2K4Rjlt
https://bit.ly/2z2lac6
https://bit.ly/2RENbN9
https://bit.ly/2V8bQMg
https://bit.ly/2yhzvAO


 

Energy and Mining COVID-19 Impact News 
 

 

The NMA contributed to National Journal’s piece “Coronavirus crisis spurs calls for more 

U.S. mining.” 

  

Seventeen Republican U.S. Senators urged the federal government not to exclude coal 

from economic stimulus actions. 

  

POWER and Utility Dive examined declining electricity demand related to coronavirus. 

  

GlobalData forecast that world coal production would increase 0.5 percent by the end of 

the year despite COVID-19 constraints. 

  

GlobalData also forecast that COVID-19 will reduce China’s iron ore output this year by 3 

percent, while India’s iron ore exports are expected to drop by 25 percent. 

  

International Copper Study Group data through December 2019 showed copper production 

in a number of countries increasing from constrained output in 2018. 

  

The CRU Group forecasted steady capex investment growth mid-term for base metals 

and precious metals, although it is too soon to know the impact of COVID-19. 

  

Association of American Railroads carloadings data, a good real-time measure of industry 

health, showed declining shipments of mining products with coal down 17.2 percent, 

metals down 1.4 percent, and nonmetals down 7.1 percent. 

 

NMA COVID-19 Resources 
 

 

The NMA is maintaining a comprehensive suite of online resources for Coronavirus 

Assistance and Response. Resources include both health, safety and business 

assistance for NMA members and a chronicle of the American mining industry’s 

response to the current crisis. 

https://bit.ly/3emKBFy
https://bit.ly/3emKBFy
https://bloom.bg/2xwQWNP
https://bit.ly/3cjIQXx
https://bit.ly/3b4Rw3W
https://bit.ly/2V9BBMf
https://bit.ly/3bd2btt
https://bit.ly/3bd2btt
https://bit.ly/2VsO7p7
https://bit.ly/2VxAWDp'
https://bit.ly/3cl2Qt6
https://bit.ly/34E8lQX
https://bit.ly/39UhMN8
https://bit.ly/39UhMN8
https://bit.ly/3e5OVJa
https://bit.ly/3e5OVJa
https://bit.ly/34jxcJw
https://bit.ly/34jxcJw


 

Tell Us About Your COVID-19 Response 
 

 

National Mining Association is continually working to gather information about how the 

COVID-19 crisis is affecting our members. Information will be used in discussions with 

policymakers and decision makers at all levels of government and will help illustrate how 

mining is giving back to the communities where we live and work. 

 

Please contact Ashley Burke with on-going accounts of your responses to the global 

pandemic.  
 

  

 

mailto:aburke@nma.org

